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NIOSCOW-The Soviet - aovemment yesterday‘
accused  an’ American posmg .as.’ 4 ‘diplemat-in
-Moscow of involvement. in the murder of.an “inno-
cent Soviet.citizen who stood in the, way” of an
‘espionage ring, Tun here by the Central Intelh-
.gence Avency.; ey iE
" The charge was leveled at’ Martha 3% ‘Peterson-
a former. vice eonsul in the U.S. Embassy here,
who was described: as'a CIA agent who transmit-
ted the poison ‘used im the' killing. The- alleged:

. victim or the ‘spy who. camed out: the executmn
_were-not 1dentif‘ed THEs e D LI e s 4

et i Desdr
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" [Sources in’Washington- confxrmed that Peter=
“son,, 3§A_wa.s employed.by the CIA The State De--

partment. conﬂ_rmxhg_s"hr was’e expelled ‘ssted. od &
‘statement. saying “it- was alleged that she engaged

in mappropnate ac 1 'added ‘that she xs
on leave}* %

The- accusation-'in* the covemment'newspaner
Izvestia alleged that-Soviet- counterintelligence
agents-uncovered the plot last year when.they ind
tercepted Peterson as .she-was. about. to .transfer
espionage gear, including two poison capsules, cond
cealed inside a fake rock to her unidentified con-
tact. Among allegedly captured items were photo—
graphic equipment and money.

It 'was found.out. during. the- mves’n,atlon that
the _ponson transrmtted to the-spy earlier had beenl
used to kill ‘an mnocent Soviet c1tlzen
who stood in the way of the spy’ S ori-
minal activities,” Izvestia said .

While U.S. Embassy sources refused
‘to comment on the _allegations,:they‘
said that Peterson worked in the em-
bassy-from autumn- 1975 to July 1977
and-that following her departure she.
was declared ; persona non grata by the-
Soviet "government," Oiﬂcm.ls refused”
to provide any additional” details ex-
cept -to. say that she-‘had been-:“de-
tained briefly” by Sov1et pohce before
her departure.... - .*.

The extraordinary accusatlons pub-
lished. on the- front page of Izvestia’
appear ‘to be "a response to recent
American  disclosures - that - Soviet
eavesdropping gear had been discov-
ered secreted within the U.S. Embassy
chancery here. They also seem to be

linked to the arrest ih New Jersey of
two Soviet citizqns 'accused . of
espionage, .

Izvestia cIearly, md.lcated that 1ts
revelations came after the “American
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side” violated an ‘unwritten under
standing under which the two sides
refrained from pubhcxzmg each oth-
er’s espionage actions, = - s

‘[Squrces in Washmgton said it was
true: that the current charges- back
and forth between Moscow and Wash:
ington Tepresent a’. departure from
past practices in which esplonage 0P~
eratives using dxplomatlc or quasrdm-
lomatic cover were- expened qmck.ly
and without publicity.} - -~ -

Izvestia’s harsh language under—
scores the growing distrust now per-
meating relations between the two
capitals as the Carter administrations
scrutinizes. its basic attitudes toward
Moscow and sounds repeated notes of
warning to the Soviets both about the:
terms of a new strategic arms limifa-
tion agreement and Sov1et xmhtary in-
volvement in Africa. -

Over the years, both governments
-have accused each other of harboring
spies among their- ,.vidxplomats and
many dxplomats have been expelled

on espxonage C’rounds o
A trial is now under way in Newa.rk,
‘NJ., invoiving the two. Soviets ac~

_cused of conspmng to pass U.S. Navyl
secrets to. Mascow.. .

Izvestxa s accusatxons of CIA poison-‘
ing are.virtually without precedent, It
tied therallegation to an attack on
CIA Director Stansfield Turner's con-
gressional testimony saying the CIA
no longer condones or supports pol_m-
cal assassinations.

“*How to tally ’I‘umer’s pubhc state-
ment with the practical work of his
‘agency?” Izvestia asked...

The long artxcle mixing sarcasm
and contumely with purported facts,‘
leaves many major questions unan
swered in a confusing pastiche. It was|
written by Yulian Semenov, this coun-'
try’s most famous spy novelist and au-:
thor of a recently widely hailed televvf
sion series about how Soviet agents|
prevented the United States fromi
making a separate peace w1th Hltler
during World War II. i

The article said Peterson was bm-'
volved in an effort to obtain informa-:
tion and falsify it “to stop detente.” i

It said she was seized last July 15
after elaborate efforts by her to evade .
surveillance and deposit the espio- .
nage rock in an arch of a well- trav-‘
eled bridge over the Moscow . River so
it could be retneved by the anony-.-
mous spy. --:. .,

1t said' that when she was appre-
hended “she started shouting, ‘I am a
foreigner.’ Obviously the vice consulx
was shouting so loudly to warn the!
spy who was coming to the appoint- |
meant place about the danger.” I

The newspaper pubhshed two pho-v
tos, one showing what it described as;
tae contents of the hollow rock and !
the other of Peterson and U.S. Consul
Clifford Gross sitting at a table with |
items from .the rock spread before!
them.

Semenov W'mte that on the night of
July 13, Peterson drove herself to the'
center of Moscow; changed from a'
white dress to black trousers “in a;
poorly lit place” and took a bus, trol-»
ley, subway and taxi before shel
“finally hurried to the bridge” span::
mne the Moscow River at Lenin Hills'
and put an ordinary-locking stone-
in"a loophole in the arch. It was there |
that the vice consul was detained.”

The rock’ was opened in the pres-|
ence of. Peterson and- Consul Gross.|
It “proved to-be a cache, contammg(
cameras, gold [a] large sum of Russian!
money and:'a’phrase book, micro-g
phone and’ instructions.”- The twa |
poison capsules “and special mstru<>|

tions on how it should be used also}
were found.”"" ;

The followmv day, Ambassador
Malcolm Toon was summoned. to thet
Foreign Ministry, and handed a° pro-a
test note, said Izvesna, alleging thatl
US. “special services were pursuing'
subversive pictures on Soviet_ terri-!
tory, using the diplomatie cover of the
embassy, and using such means as(
poisons.” -

After the meeting, said the pa.per
“the ambassador saui the U.S. would .
be ‘grateful if what. happened would:
not be made public. The ambassador
assured that he would do everything
he could so that this kind of mmdent
should not be repeated. Consxdermg‘
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the man representing the U.S gov-
ernment could not be irresponsible
about what he was saying,.the Soviet i
side did not make the affair public. - |

“But now it has become clear thes:
the U.S, has not taken any steps to |
stop that kind of activity. The scan- |
dal concerning . ‘Soviet spying’ has
been authorized.” _ e

Izvestia also named Robert Fulton,
Jay K. Gruner and Serge Karpovich
as ' “implicated in the - espionage.”
Sources here said Fulton was a poli-
tical officer from July 1975 to July
1977 and routinely reassigned to Wash-
-ginton. The other two made a brief
visit here in November 1975.: o

=

Peterson; whose husband was killed
over Laos five years age: while serv-
ing as.a Navy pilot, has. been assigned
to Washington, ; Officials said she is
currently-on leave. - /

While linking Peterson’ to the "2l
leged death of a Soviet citizen, Izves.
tia“ did not identify her accomplice|
but left' the  impression that he was|
a Soviet citizen who provided in-|
formation to the CIA, o

|
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